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Among other things, the cold war was an ideological struggle, a battle, in a popular phrase of the 1950s, for the “hearts and minds” of the people throughout the world. The cold war was an ideological struggle in which the idea of freedom played a central role. The cold war established the framework for the discussion of freedom in many ways. The most unusual cold war battlefields’ involved American history and culture. Under military liberty, national security encouraged Hollywood to produce anti-communist movies which would spread the anti-communist ideas through pop culture (917-918).
The colds war great mobilization concept was totalitarianism which greatly exaggerated the totality of government control of private life and thought in the US. As the eventful collapse of communist governments in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union would demonstrate, the idea of totalitarianism greatly exaggerated the totality of government to control private life. Its widespread use reinforced the view that the greatest danger of freedom lay in an overly powerful government (919-920).
The cold war also affected the emerging concept of human rights. For the first time after the world war, individuals were held directly accountable to the international community for violating human rights. The trials resulted in prison terms. The universal declaration of human rights identified a broad range of rights to be enjoyed by people everywhere including freedom of speech, religious toleration, and protection against the arbitrary government as well as a social-economic entitlement like the right to an adequate standard of living, access to housing, education and medical care (920-921).
After the cold war ended, the idea of human rights would play a key role in world affairs. President Truman’s first domestic task was to preside over the transition from a wartime to a peacetime economy. Domestic reform proposals of the Truman administration included civil rights legislation, national health insurance, and expand public housing, social security, and aid to education. The fair deal was focused on improving the social safety net and raising the standards of living of ordinary Americans (922).
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